
 

Motorcycling Experience and Hazard Perception 

Abstract 
 

Authors: David Crundalla, Edithavan Loona, Alex W.Stedmonb, ElizabethCrundalla 

Published: Accident Analysis & Prevention, Volume 50, January 2013, Pages 456-464 

 

 

 

Studies of hazard perception skills in car drivers suggest that the ability to spot hazards improves 

with driving experience. Is this the case with motorcyclists?  

 

Sixty-one motorcyclists, split across three groups (novice, experienced and advanced riders) 

were tested on a hazard perception test containing video clips filmed from the perspective of a 

motorcyclist.  

 

Response times to hazards revealed that the advanced riders (who had completed an advanced 

riding course) were the fastest, and the experienced riders were the slowest to respond to 

hazards, with novice riders falling in-between. Advanced riders were also found to make more 

internal attributions regarding the causes of the hazards than novice riders (though on a general 

measure of Locus of Control there was no difference between groups).  

 

The results demonstrate a link between advanced training and motorcycling hazard perception 

skill, but raise important concerns about the effects of mere experience on rider safety. This 

challenges previous conceptions that simply extrapolated from our understanding of the hazard 

perception skills of car drivers to this particularly vulnerable group of road users. 


