Fatal Two-Vehicle Motorcycle Crashes
Role of Operators - Summary of Findings

Fatal Two-Vehicle Motorcycle Crashes is a NHTSA report released September 2007 that
analyzed fatal two-vehicle motorcycle crashes for trends and crash characteristics using FARS
data of crashes in 2005. Below are significant findings regarding the role of the motorcycle
operators.

e In nearly three-fourths of the two-vehicle motorcycle crashes involving passenger
vehicles, the role of the motorcycle was recorded as the striking vehicle.

e Alcohol involvement among motorcycle operators Killed was almost 2.5 times the alcohol
involvement of the passenger vehicle drivers involved in these crashes. Of the alcohol
involved (BAC .01+) motorcycle operators killed in these crashes 69 percent had BACs
of .08+, which is above the illegal limit in all States.

e Twenty-four percent of the motorcycle operators killed in two-vehicle crashes involving
passenger vehicles in 2005 had an invalid license compared to 8 percent of the passenger
vehicle drivers involved in these crashes.

e Of the motorcycle operators who were killed in two-vehicle motorcycle crashes involving
passenger vehicles 27 percent were speeding at the time of the crash compared to 4
percent of the passenger vehicle drivers who were involved in these crashes.

e In 55 percent of the head-on two-vehicle crashes involving motorcycles and passenger
vehicles, the role of the motorcycle was recorded as the striking vehicle and in 68 percent
of the rear-end crashes the role of the motorcycle was recorded as the striking vehicle.



