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A Rider’s Personal Choice Stops Being Personal 
When It Ends Up Costing Us All 

 
Almost 50 percent of motorcycle crash victims have no private health 
insurance and their medical bills are paid from Medicaid or other public 
assisted health care funds. As states have repealed their helmet laws, 
helmet use has declined from 71 percent to 58 percent nationally, with 
deaths and traumatic brain injuries on the rise. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Repealing The All-Rider Helmet Law Is Bad Fiscal Policy 

 
In 2004, Maryland estimated that a repeal of its all-rider helmet law would increase 
Medicaid expenditures by $750,000 in the first year and annually up to a million 
dollars within four years.  
 

The average treatment cost for a motorcycle accident-related head injury is $43,000. 
The annual cost of serving one brain-injured individual in an inpatient setting is $100,000.

 

Traumatic Brain Injuries Are Costly… For A Lifetime 
 

• Permanent disability and impairment 
• Long-term nursing care 
• Physical therapy and rehabilitation 
• Costs to welfare and other social services 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hospital Charges for Brain-Injured 
Motorcyclists In California 
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