Motorcycle Helmet Research
Great Web Resources
Compiled by

SMARTER
Skilled Motorcyclist Association - Responsible, Trained and Educated Riders, Inc.
www.smarter-usa.org

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety. One-page motorcycle helmet fact sheet with statistics and cite
references. (www.saferoads.org/issues/fs-helmets.html).
________. “All-Rider Motorcycle Helmet Laws Save Lives and Tax Dollars.” Cites average treatment
cost for motorcycle head injury is $43,000; annual cost for serving one brain-injured individual
in an inpatient setting is $100,000; and 2004 Maryland estimate that repeal of the all-rider helmet
law would increase Medicaid expenses by $750,000 to $1 million. (www.saferoads.org/issues/fsHelmetFiscalFacts.pdf).
________. A color graph showing the rise in deaths in five states after repeal of motorcycle helmet laws.
(www.saferoads.org/issues/fs-HelmetRepealGraph.pdf).
Bradburn, Ryan. “Prevention of Serious Trauma Related to Motorcycle Accidents.” Research paper that
includes an excellent review of the connection between federal law/highway funds and state
helmet laws. Also reviews the concept of “risk homeostasis” of risk compensation.
(www-personal.ksu.edu/~rmb4466/documents/MotorcycleHelmetLawResearchPaper.pdf ).
Center for Urban Transportation Research. “1998 Florida Observational Motorcycle Helmet Use Study.”
University of South Florida. Addresses the question, Who wears what helmet? on what type of
motorcycle? by gender and whether the wearer is the operator or the passenger.
(www.dot.state.fl.us/research-Center/Completed_Proj/Summary_SF/FDOT_822.pdf).
Head Protection Research Laboratory. Home page: links to publications; lists the extensive research in
which the HPRL, the organization Professor Hugh H. Hurt Jr. (researcher of the original
motorcycle crash data the Motorcycle Safety Foundation curriculums are based on) and James V.
Ouellet (one of Dr. Hurt’s original researchers) are affiliated with. (www.hprl.org/index.htm).
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. Twelve common questions regarding motorcycle helmet use
laws are answered in a Q&A format citing the research that forms the bases for the responses.
(www.iihs.org/research/qanda/helmet_use.html).
________. General overview of helmet laws including links to Current Laws and History of Helmet
Laws. (www.iihs.org/laws/state_laws/helmet_use.html).
________. A chart describing current (as of June 2007) U.S. motorcycle and bicycle helmet laws.
(www.iihs.org/laws/state_laws/helmet_current.html).
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________. A chart describing the history of motorcycle helmet laws by state.
(www.iihs.org/laws/state_laws/helmet_history.html).
________. Selected research bibliography. (www.iihs.org/research/bibliography/motorcycles.html).
Motorcycle Cruiser. Seven Flip-face motorcycle helmets compared.
(www.motorcyclecruiser.com/accessoriesandgear/flip_face_helmet_comparison/).
________. “Motorcycle Helmet Quiz: Check Your Head Protection IQ,” a fun quiz that addresses the
most frequent questions and pervasive myths in an easy-to-understand manner.
(www.motorcyclecruiser.com/accessoriesandgear/helmet_quiz/).
Muller, Andreas, Ph.D. “Florida's Motorcycle Helmet Law Repeal and Fatality Rates.”
American Journal of Public Health. April 2004.
(www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=1448295).
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Motorcycle Safety home page.
(www.nhtsa.gov/People/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle).
________. Multiple links: 8 links to motorcycle safety program information; 5 links to publications; 5
links to resource guides; 5 links to studies and research.
(www.nhtsa.dot.gov/portal/site/nhtsa/menuitem.d7975d55e8abbe089ca8e410dba046a0/).
________. Quality research (60 pp.) by the U.S. DOT and NHTSA evaluating the helmet law repeal in
Arkansas and Texas. (www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/EvalofMotor.pdf).
________. Quality research (57 pp.) by the U.S. DOT and NHTSA evaluating the repeal of the AllRider Motorcycle Helmet Law in Florida.
(www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/FlaMCReport/images/FloridaMCReportscr1.pdf).

________. Quality research (60 pp.) by the U.S. DOT and NHTSA evaluating the helmet law repeal in
Kentucky and Louisiana. (www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/kentukyla03/index.html)
________. Further analysis of motorcycle helmet effectiveness using CODES linked data: helmets
shown to be 65% effective in preventing brain injuries. Excellent research that also includes
estimates of increased medical costs without helmet use.
(http://ntl.bts.gov/lib/000/200/269/00269.pdf)
Neiman, Melissa M.D., J.D. “Motorcycle Helmet Laws: The Facts, What Can be Done to Jump-Start
Helmet Use, and Ways to Cap the Damages.” A recent and perhaps the most comprehensive
review of issues related to motorcycle helmet use ever published, written by an
attorney/neurologist. (mneiman.com/pdfs/helmet.pdf).
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Snell Memorial Foundation. Reprint of Motorcycle Product News interview by Bob Jackson of Gib
Brown, director of test development at SMF. First question: “How, when and why did the Snell
Foundation begin?” (www.smf.org/articles/mpn.html).
University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute. “Trends in Motorcycle Crashes in
Michigan:1997-2002.” Quality research (65 pp.).
(www.michigan.gov/documents/motorcycles_final_0104_85473_7.pdf).
________. “Motorcycle Crash Trends in Michigan 2001-2005.” Quality research (75 pp.).
(http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/2027.42/48740/1/99783.pdf).
Washington State Patrol. “Bogus Motorcycle Helmets.” Excellent information with links to research and
the Federal DOT helmet standard (FMVSS 218 - Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 218)
and a 4-page color downloadable brochure on novelty helmets.
(www.wsp.wa.gov/traveler/helmets.htm).
webBikeWorld (home page). Excellent information on everything related to motorcycling.
(www.webbikeworld.com).
________. Excellent overview of helmet standards (DOT, Snell and ECE [Economic Commission for
Europe]). Includes links to reviews of over 100 helmet models; size charts; information on
weights; reflective stickers and decals; and helmet noise, with links to earplugs and hearing
protection. (www.webbikeworld.com/motorcycle-helmets/ece-22-05.htm).
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